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Applicants have the following comment regarding the Examiner's Statement of Reasons 
for Allowance. 

In the Statement, the Examiner says, "The prior art does not disclose a charged particle 
device comprising an objective lens having an optical axis and a particle mirror located on this 
axis but having a drift region positioned away from the optical axis of the objective lens or the 
geometrical center of the mirror ." (emphasis added) 

The underlined language appears in independent claim 14 of the present application, but 
not in independent claim 1 or in independent claim 19. The underlined language also appears in 
claim 3 which depends from independent claim 1. 

Applicants infer that the Examiner intended to refer generally to the independent claims 
without combining limitations from those claims, and did not intend to combine claims 1 and 3, 
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for example. Assuming that to be the case, Applicants have no objection to the Examiner's 
Statement. In any event, Applicants would note that the language of each allowed claim stands 
on its own. 



Respectfully submitted, 

SUGHRUE MION, PLLC Frank L. Bernstein 

Telephone: (650)625-8100 Registration No. 31,484 

Facsimile: (650)625-8110 

MOUNTAIN VIEW OFFICE 

Certificate of Mailing 

I hereby certify that this correspondence is being deposited with the United States 
Postal Service with sufficient postage as first class mail in an envelope addressed to: 

Commissioner for Patents 
P.O. Box 1450 
Alexandria, VA 22313-1450 

Date: February 13, 2004 

Signed: QNs*-«w- i T^yyi r 

Thea Wagner 



23493 

CUSTOMER NUMBER 

Date: February 13, 2004 



